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FBI warned |
of manipulation
on nuclear issue

By Aaron Epstein
Inquirer Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Rep. Don Ed--
wards, a former FBl agent whose
subcommitiee oversees the agency,
warned yesterday that the FB] was in
danger of being manipulated by the
White House for political purposes. ‘

Edwards contended in a letter 10 |
FBI Director William H. Webster that
the FBI already has aligned itself |

- improperly with the Reagan .admin. -

istration’s opposition to a freeze on
-the production of nuclear weapons.
“The congressman ‘noted that one

- day after President Reagan told a

news conference last week that Sovi-
€l agents were manipulating the U.S.
nuclear-freeze movement, a top FBI
official said publicly that the FBI had '
furnished such information to the
White House.

The official, Roger Yourg, assis-
tant director of the FBI for congres-
sional and public affairs, said Reagan
had -been “accurate” ‘in ‘describing
“the Soviet atiempts 10 influence the
peace movement.” ‘

“We are not casting aspersions on
the peace movement,” Young . said,
“but we know the Soviets have tar-
geted it as the place to exert influ-
ence, not just in the United States,
but in other parts of the world.”

By meking such a public state- '
ment, Edwards contended, the FBI |
had broken its own guidelines re- :
quiring that investigations be kept ’
secret untl criminal charges are !

_filed so that both the investigations ;

and the reputations of innocent peo-
ple are protected. ;= - L oo
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_“Itis particularly unseemly for the

providing secret file information to
one side ‘of the Inuclear:freeze] de- -
bate,” especially when the “reliabil-
ity of the faceless, nameless inform-
€rs providing the information” is .
unknown, wrote Edwards, a Demo- .
crat from California. . - o
He urged Webster either to admit a
mistake or t0°explain the FBI's role
to the public or 1o the House Judicia- .

" ry Committee's subcommittee on civ-
-il and constitutional rights, which

Edwards heads. ' g
-Webster said earlier this week that
the FBI had furnished secret infor-

-mation on-foreign influence in the

puclear-freeze movement 1o the Na-
tional Security Council and to the

House ‘Select Committee on “Intellj-
-gence. In an interview Wednesday,
‘Young :said the ‘information - had
“been-requested-by someone working

for the council and had -been sent to

‘the White House in early October.

“The FBI director said earlier this.
week that “the Soviets have engaged !
in wheat is called ‘active measures’ by .
which they seek .to bring about a
psychbological effect on various

movements that are consistent Wwith__ tial ¢andidates who ‘favor @ .freeze,

4their] overall world objectives and

strategies — -and this [the nuciear-

freeze movement] is no exception.
. “That should not in any way cast &

' “and we haven’t-violated any of our
FBI to appear 10 be taking sides by . s

guidelines.” ... . T
In his letter, Edwards recalled how
President Lyndon .B. Johnson, con-
fronted with widespread public dis-
:'sent over the Vietnam War-in .the
1960s, used the FBI to jnvestigate-
communist influence in the anti-war
cdnovement. .t e T
"~ “We know ‘now ‘how Tegrettable
- the’ FBI's statements’ and actions
“'Were with respect 10 both the'civil
-rights and -anti-war movements,”.Ed-
“wards wrote. “Let us Jearn” from* hris-
tory and not repeat-our mistakes.”.
In'dn interview, he added: " "1 .
““I'm sure Marxists*and -Socialists
iare in the. peace.movement but.it's
zonsense 1o say it's manipulated: It's

--bigger-than -that” ..v. .. ...

Referring 10 the ‘denunciation. of .

-nuclear war being drafted by the
‘:gn_a;@pz_x_‘s‘Romén:Cat_hélic-&iShbbs_,’Eé{
. wards remarked: “‘They're {Sovieét
. agents] not at the downtown Hilton
,-manipulating those bishops; 11 4ell
syouwl T ety de
.. EAwards suggested “thar possible-
“political targets in the administra-
“tion's criticism of the-freeze move
- ment could be Democratic presiden-

; ‘especially Sen. Edward ‘M. Kennedy
3 (D, Mass.) and former Yice Presi-
..dent Walter F. Mondale, "*::"< 0 -

reflection upon the sincere, ‘dedicat

ed and informed citizens who for

other reasons are supporting this'or.
any other movement in the exercise -

of their First Amendment rights.” -
An FBI official said all of the infor-

mation furnished to the administra-

tion and Congress came from FBI

counterintelligence, not from awy -

surveillance of - domestic BTONpS
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